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Welcome to the Read to Succeed 
Webinar series!

PRESENTED BY THE UNITED WAY OF GREATER NASHVILLE

Welcome and Brain Smart Start

• Presenter – Ambere Lewis, Manager of Read to Succeed
• Facilitator – Elandriel Lewis, Manager of Early Learning and Training

Welcome to RTS Webinar Wednesdays!

• Unite and Connect
• Please use the chat box to share your name, where you work, and a highlight from this past week.

• Disengage the Stress
• S.T.A.R. Breathing

• Commit
• What do you give yourself permission to do during today’s webinar?
• Share in the chat box if you are willing

Brain Smart Start
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Preparing 
For 

Checkpoint
TEACHING STRATEGIES GOLD

AMBERE  LEW I S ,  MANGER READ TO SUCCEED

A note for RTS partners:

How Many 
Pieces of 

Documentation 
Should You 

Collect Each 
Checkpoint?

For a successful checkpoint, teachers 
will need at least one piece of 
documentation per child record for 
each objective/dimension.

A New Checkpoint is completed each 
season Fall, Winter, Spring, and 
Summer
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10 Tips for 
Successfully 
Completing Your 
GOLD Checkpoint

Tip #1: Find Out 
When Your 
Checkpoints Are Due

 Use the Checkpoint Dates feature to 
determine how long you have until 
your GOLD checkpoint occurs. That is 
when you will need to have your 
checkpoint ratings completed and 
finalized.
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Checkpoint 
Dates Feature

When Are Checkpoints Due?

Fall Checkpoints are November 13, 2020               last date to enter documentation is 
November 6,2020

Winter Checkpoints are March 5, 2021               Last day to enter documentation is February 
26, 2021

Spring Checkpoints are June 11, 2021               Last day to enter documentation is June 4, 
2021
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Tip #2: Review Your Documentation

The Documentation Status Report shows teachers, at a glance, how many 
documentation items they have collected for each objective/dimension for each child 
record in their class for the current checkpoint period.

This report can help guide your observations, so you focus on those objectives and 
dimensions or children that you haven’t observed yet.

This will help you make sure you have the evidence you need to make informed 
checkpoint decisions.

Tip #2: Review 
Your 
Documentation 
(Continued)
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Tip # 3: Plan for 
Collecting 
Missing 
Documentation

If the Documentation Status Report includes 
objectives and dimensions that don't yet have 
documentation for each child in your class, use 
your planning tools in the Teach area to plan 
for Intentional Teaching Experiences for those 
objectives and dimensions.

You can enter documentation with preliminary 
levels while using the Assess feature on 
each Intentional Teaching Experience, and you 
can share a Guided Learning Experience with 
families to extend learning at home and prompt 
family observations, to help collect missing 
documentation.

Plan for Collecting Missing 
Documentation (Teachers)

How do I add Intentional Teaching 
Experiences to my weekly plan 
in MyTeachingStrategies®?

How do I use an Intentional 
Teaching Experience while teaching 
in MyTeachingStrategies®?

How do I share Guided Learning 
Experiences with families from my 
weekly plan 
in MyTeachingStrategies®?

11

12



11/4/2020

7

Tip #4: Use the 
App to Capture 
Documentation
With the GOLD® Documentation app, 
you can:

Capture documentation in real time using 
audio, video, photo, and text notes;

Set preliminary levels, saving valuable time 
without compromising security, quality, or 
accuracy;

Quickly and easily tag documentation with 
children’s names, objectives, and 
dimensions and then assign levels and 
upload to MyTeachingStrategies® with just 
a few taps

https://teachingstrategies.force.com/portal/s/article/Vid
eo-GOLD-Documentation-App-for-Teachers

Tip #5: Make Sure You're in 
the Correct Checkpoint 

Period 

When teachers are completing checkpoint ratings in the Assess area, 
it’s important for them to make sure they’re viewing the correct 
checkpoint period.

When accessing Checkpoint By Child, first select a child record and 
then check the checkpoint period toggle on the top right of your 
screen to verify you are viewing the correct checkpoint period.

After selecting Checkpoint By Class, you’ll automatically see the 
checkpoint period toggle in the top right of your screen (1).
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Tip #6: Save Time 
(with Checkpoint By 
Class and preliminary 
ratings)

Using the Checkpoint By 
Class option (1) to enter data 
can help teachers save valuable 
time. This option enables you to 
use the progression screen to 
help you enter checkpoint 
ratings informed by any 
preliminary ratings you already 
entered for a single objective or 
dimension for all children in a 
class.

Inform Your 
Level Choices 

Guide

Indicators (1) are the developmental milestones children demonstrate from birth through third grade 
to help guide your decision.

Show Examples (2) will display examples that show what each indicator looks like “in action” to help 
you understand what children might say or do to demonstrate the indicator.

Colored Bands (3) show the age or class/grade ranges of widely held expectations for children’s 
development and learning.

Show Previous Checkpoint (4), in the left-hand navigation, will show any level information that exists 
from past checkpoint periods to help inform your current choices. If you’ve tagged the 
objective/dimension you are viewing to documentation, you’ll see a folder icon with a number that 
represents the number of times you’ve observed that objective/dimension for that child record 

(5). Select that folder to see those pieces of documentation. If you select preliminary levels while 
adding documentation, you’ll see a folder icon with a number that represents the number of times 
you’ve observed that preliminary level for that child record 

(6). Select that folder to see those documentation items. When using Checkpoint By Class with a 
large number of child records, you can scroll through your list of child records and keep the 
progression in view 

(7).When using Checkpoint By Class, a Mark All as ‘Not Yet’ option will be available in the Not 
Yet level for objectives/dimensions where children’s knowledge, skills, and abilities are not yet 
developing according to the widely held expectations for the class's colored band. Select this option to 
auto-populate Not Yet for each child record. Once selected, you can select different levels for 
specific children who may be demonstrating knowledge, skills, and abilities at a level other than Not 
Yet.

Colored Bands can be minimized and referenced as needed. If you prefer that they are minimized for 
a simpler view, just click the Hide Colored Bands button in the left-hand navigation.
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Tip #7: Inform Your 
Level Choices 
Checkpoint by 
Child/Class

https://teachingstrategies.force.com
/portal/s/article/Video-Completing-
Checkpoints-By-Child-for-Teachers

https://teachingstrategies.force.com
/portal/s/article/Video-Completing-
Checkpoints-By-Class-for-Teachers

Tip #8: Check 
Your Progress 
Towards 
Completion

Assessment Status Report

 Gives teachers and Administrators an overall view 
of how far they’ve progressed toward completing 
their checkpoint. 

 See, at a glance, which areas of development and 
learning do not have finalized checkpoint ratings. 

 Review the status icons on the Checkpoint by 
Class screen. For each area, you’ll see an icon that 
indicates if that area is Not Yet Started, In 
Progress, Completed, or Finalized.

 Your goal is to see a green check mark next to 
each area. Select the objective/dimension without 
a green check mark next to it to continue 
completing that area.
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What Is The Difference 
Between Selecting “Not 
Yet” And “Not Observed" 
While Using GOLD?

• Not Yet- Selecting the "Not Yet" level as a preliminary level or 
checkpoint rating indicates that a child is not yet demonstrating the 
knowledge, skills, and abilities for a particular objective/dimension. "Not 
Yet" is a level along each progression, and any checkpoint ratings of 
"Not Yet" will factor into a child's outcomes reporting.

• Selecting “Not Observed” while completing checkpoint ratings indicates 
that a child was not in your classroom long enough during the 
checkpoint period to accurately assess their knowledge, skills, and 
abilities for a particular objective/dimension.

Note: You should only use “Not Observed” in rare circumstances. For 
instance, a child may have been in the program for only a few weeks or 
has had significant absences during the checkpoint period. Selecting 
“Not Observed” for too many objectives/dimensions for a child record 
will prevent that child record from appearing in outcomes reports such 
as the Snapshot Report, the Snapshot (Birth Through Third Grade) 
Report, the Comparative Report, and the Growth (Birth Through Third 
Grade) Report.

Tip #9: Finalizing 
Your Checkpoint 

To finalize checkpoint ratings, teachers will visit 
the Assess area in MyTeachingStrategies®. At the 
bottom of each area, you can see which 
children’s checkpoint ratings are not yet started, 
in progress, completed but not finalized, or 
finalized.

Select the Finalize button below the 
objectives/dimensions list in Checkpoint by Class. 
Finalizing your entries signals to your 
administrator that you are not making any further 
changes to your decisions. The area will then be 
marked by a filled circle with a check indicating 
that this area is finalized and ready to be used in 
reports by you or your administrator.

19

20



11/4/2020

11

Tip #10: Make Decisions With 
Your Data

(Teachers and Administrators)

Once checkpoint ratings are finalized, teachers can apply this 
assessment information to their classroom instruction. There are 
several tools within MyTeachingStrategies® that can help you 
customize your instruction based on your checkpoint assessment.

Teachers:

Development and Learning Report

Family Conference Form

Intentional Teaching Experience/Opportunities

Administrators
Generate outcomes reports to make 

informed decisions using your 
program's checkpoint ratings. There 
are several reports designed to help 

you utilize and report on the collected 
checkpoint data.

The Snapshot Reports-These reports offer teachers and 
administrators the chance to get an overarching look at 
their program’s performance levels for a single 
checkpoint period.

The Comparative Report-The Comparative Report 
enables you to create comparative data by placing your 
checkpoint ratings for each objective or dimension on a 
uniform scale.

The Goals Report-The Goals Report enables you to 
compare assessment data describing children’s 
knowledge, skills, and abilities with customized 
benchmark values that reflect a program’s defined 
goals.

21

22



11/4/2020

12

What Is Quality 
Documentation?

High quality data measures what 
is intended to be measured

Demonstrates the associated skill

It’s clear to an outside observer

It allows the observer to level the 
child

It’s specific, clear, and concise

What Should We Remember To Include?

Context: 
• When and where is this activity taking place?

• During center time, while playing in home living, during literacy circle, etc.

Child’s name

Degree to which they demonstrated the skill
• Independently, with help, when given two choices, etc.

Be Specific about what they know
• Write the information that they objective is asking for; a lot of the words are given to you in the 

objective
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What Are The Pros and Cons For Each Type 
of Documentation?

Pictures Videos Notes Checklist

Pictures

Pro: 
◦ Shows context for the activity
◦ Large group, small group, one on 

one, centers

Con: 
◦ May not show the degree to 

which the child demonstrated 
the skill

◦ What letters was he able to 
identify?
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Video

Pro: 
◦ Shows exactly what’s happening for 

both context and skill

Con: 
◦ Limited to 1 minute when using the 

app

◦ Cannot be re-watched in the app

◦ Hard to use for small or whole groups

◦ Still might need a note describing each 
child’s individual actions

◦ Time consuming if videoing children 
individually

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

Note

Pro: 
◦ You can write exactly what happened with all relevant information

◦ A single note can be written for the entire class

Con: 
◦ Can be time consuming

◦ Must include all pieces to be high quality

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

During center time, friends 
were asked to identify numerals 
1-5 and place the correct 
number of pom poms in each 
number’s cup.

The following students correctly 
identified all numbers: Emma, 
Jack, Keisha

Carmen: Identified 1-3

Tyson: Identified 1, 4, and 5

Zane identified all numerals 
when asked to “find the number 
_____” and given a choice 
between 2 numerals. He was 
not able to independently name 
the numerals.
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Checklist
Pro: 
◦ Great for whole class data collection 

◦ Provides the actual data eliminating 
the need for lengthy notes

◦ Can use the words provided in the 
objective

◦ Can display data for entire classroom

◦ Does not need to be rewritten or 
reworded

Con: 
◦ Must be prepared in advance

How Does Accurately 
Completing Checkpoints 
With Quality Data Improve 
Instruction?

Take one minute to think about the 
question listed above. Be prepared to 
share out or post in the chatbox.
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FIND WEBINAR RECORDINGS…
HTTPS://BIT.LY/2GFW1YB

FIND AND REGISTER FOR FUTURE 
WEBINARS

HTTPS://BIT.LY/2YQWLQV
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FIND MORE EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES

https://www.edutoolbox.org/earlylearning

I WISH YOU WELL

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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