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Welcome!

• Presenter – Elandriel Lewis

• Senior Manager of Early Learning and Training, 
United Way of Greater Nashville

Welcome to RTS Webinar Wednesdays!

• Unite and Connect

• Please use the chat box to share your name, 
where you work, and a highlight from this past 
week.

• Disengage the Stress

• Breathe and Stretch

• Commit

• What do you give yourself permission to do during 
today’s webinar?

• Share in the chat box if you are willing

Brain Smart Start



A reminder of your importance:



Today’s 
Objectives

Participants will:

• Review the importance 
of math in early 
education settings

• Explore ways to embed 
math into everyday 
activities in the early 
childhood classroom



Why is 
teaching 
Math in 

ECE 
Important?

Math helps children 
make sense of their 
world

• Comparing quantities (who 
has more?)

• Finding patterns (what 
comes next?)

• Navigating in space (how can 
I get there from here safely?)



Why is 
teaching 
Math in 

ECE 
Important?

AND helps them 
solve real-world 
problems.

• Balancing a tall block 
building

• Sharing crackers fairly

• Not bumping into 
friends and chairs









Effective 
math 

instruction 
is about 

integration

While there is the need for 
some initial lessons to model 
mathematical thinking, most 
quality math learning 
happens as a part of other 
activities.

– E.g. Graphing attendance, 
counting steps, etc.







Effective math 
instruction is about 
integration



Effective early 
childhood 
instruction is 
about play



This means that you don’t 
need to find more time to 

teach math, 

you just need to find the 
math in what you’re already 

teaching.





Practicing 
Finding the 
Math





Dancing

Patterns and Spatial Sense
• “Listen to the beat: 1-2-3, 1-2-3, 1-2-3.  Clap to 

the beat: clap-clap-clap, clap-clap-clap, clap-clap-
clap.”

• “You are moving fast like a hummingbird!”

• “How high can you raise your arms?”

• “You are close to each other.  You are far away!”

Image from shutterstock.com 6865840





Family Book

Numbers and Operations
• “You drew all the people in your family!”

• “Who is the youngest/oldest person in your family?”

• “How many boys in your family?  How many girls?  How many people all 
together?”

Image from ECLKC







Stacking 
Tower

Patterns and Measurement
• “You started with big blocks and then added smaller ones.  Can you build another 

tower that is similar?”

• “How many blocks have you used?  How many more blocks do you think you could 
add before it fell over?”  

• “If you were going to add more blocks, what size block would you need to use?”

• “Can you use the bricks to measure your tower? How many bricks tall is it?”
Image from Alphabet Academy





Dramatic Play

Numbers and Operations
• “Would you like to tell me your recipe for cupcakes and I’ll write it down?”

• “How many more cupcakes can you make in your pan?”

• “Will there be enough cupcakes for the whole class?”  “What will you do if 
there’s not enough/too many?”

Image from rootsandwingsfc.com





Geometry 
and Spatial 
Sense

Experimentation
• “Wow!  Look how fast the ball rolls down the slide!”

• “Which do you think will slide down faster, a ball or a boy?” (try with different 
objects)

• “I wonder why the ball rolls slow on the grass but fast on the slide.  What do 
you think?”

Image from ECLKC



Chat Box 
Exercise

Ask a question about a topic

Share a thought on how you 
could use these topics in 
your teaching

Share an “a-ha!” moment 
you had



FIND WEBINAR 
RECORDINGS…
HTTPS://BIT.LY/2GFW1YB



FIND AND 
REGISTER 
FOR FUTURE 
WEBINARS

HTTPS://BIT.LY/2YQWLQV



FIND MORE EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES

• https://www.edutoolbox.org/earlylearning

https://www.edutoolbox.org/earlylearning


REGISTER TO 
VOTE!
• General Info on Registering to Vote -
https://vote.dosomething.org/?r=source:w
eb,source_details:hellobar

• Register to Vote in TN -
https://ovr.govote.tn.gov/

https://vote.dosomething.org/?r=source:web,source_details:hellobar
https://ovr.govote.tn.gov/


I WISH 
YOU WELL

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/8047705@N02/5572197407
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

